
AGENDA ITEM 10: SCHEDULE OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Item. 10: pages 60-65

Location: ATTLEBOROUGH: Cakes Hill Barn, Ellingham Road

Proposal: Temporary planning permission for the change of use agricultural dwelling to a holiday let

REFERENCE: 3PL/2020/1335/CU

Applicant: Mr & Mrs Suggitt

Author: Rebecca Collins

LOCAL REPRESENTATIONS
Since publication of the committee agenda one further local representations has been received 
raising objection to the application, as follows:

To the members of the Planning Committee,

I'm a local resident to the following proposal and for personal reasons cannot be present to speak on 
the matter. 

I write to you to express my concern regarding the application on Cakes Hill Barn, Ellingham Road 
3PL/2020/1335/CU.

I don’t believe the safety surrounding the change of use from agricultural dwelling to a Holiday let 
has been assessed sufficiently. 

The dwelling was only originally granted permission to be built on the basis that it was an 
agricultural property for the AD plant located behind. Despite the owner no longer having any 
involvement with the digester, a shared driveway marked out on the application is still used by 
heavy farm machinery serving the AD plant. Large tractors and trailers use the entrance both day 
and night, and often exceed speeds of 40-50 mph. I find it hard to understand how the case officer 
has recommended approval when visitors safety could be compromised in such a way. The proposed 
holiday let already has a website www.cakeshillbarn.co.uk advertising the properties suitability for 
large groups of people, such as hen and stag parties. With the increased flow of traffic via the shared 
entrance and the likelihood of large groups of people present it does make me question the overall 
safety of this proposal. The location of this dwelling isn’t appropriate for a holiday let when you 
assess the danger present with the shared drive for a busy AD plant and when you also factor its 
close proximity to Ellingham Hospital. A specialist hospital looking after vulnerable people.

I also have concerns regarding the reviews from previous guests at the ‘holiday let’ on 
www.cakeshillbarn.co.uk. If these reviews are real and not fabricated by the owners, then why has it 
already been let out prior to it having permission? In fact, why is there already a website? 

Although I understand Mr and Mrs Suggitt no longer have involvement with the AD plant I’m not 
sure there’s strong enough reasoning to grant permission for change of use to a holiday let. I 
sincerely hope it’s not a step towards getting the agricultural tie lifted from the dwelling in the 
future for financial gain through sale. I feel that there’s little credibility in the argument of risk 

http://www.cakeshillbarn.co/
http://www.cakeshillbarn.co.uk/


around the dwelling currently being empty. The property sits empty because the owners purchased 
additional property in Great Ellingham and relocated through choice.

It cannot be easy to assess the application of a fellow Councillor, but I ask every member of the 
planning committee to consider this application with great care. There are clear implications with 
highway safety and location suitability for this proposal. I truly hope for a fair and unbiased 
assessment of Mr and Mrs Suggitt’s application.
  

HIGHWAYS COMMENTS

Taking into account that the dwelling exists, its use is not tied to the surrounding land and that it 
could be occupied by an agricultural worker and their family who would be reliant on travelling by 
car in any event, I consider it would be difficult to substantiate an objection to the proposal.


